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VOICE WRITING SAMPLES 

SAMPLE 1: From Wikipedia

Slug is a common non-scientific word, which is often applied to any gastropod mollusk that has a very reduced shell, a small internal shell, or no shell at all. Gastropods with coiled shells that are big enough to retract into are called snails. Like other snails, slugs macerate food using their radula, a rough, tongue-like organ with many tiny tooth-like denticles. The banana slug, for example, has 27,000 denticles.

SAMPLE 2: 

Before I knew anything about slugs, I thought they were about as interesting as math homework. I mean, come on! Most slugs don't even have shells that are big enough for people to see. Even the snail has one up on the slug. But once I read more about these "sluggish" gastropods, I realized I was so wrong. 

Did you know a slug, like the Banana Slug, has a lot of teeth? Bajillions. I don’t remember what they’re called but they sit on a slug's tongue. Move over Jaws. The slug has got one up on the shark!

SAMPLE 3: 

Some people may think that slugs are about as interesting as math homework. Most slugs don't even have shells that people can see, unlike the snail. However, if you take a closer look at slugs, you may learn a thing or two that could change your mind about them.

Did you know a slug, like the Banana Slug, has over 27,000 teeth? They’re called denticles, and they sit on a slug’s tongue called a radula …

SAMPLE 4: 
I’m Paris Pan and I will do just about anything if I want something really badly. I moved and had to go to a new school. It was scary. I lied to people and took stuff without asking. I did this thing called the Dare.

SAMPLE 5: Paris Pan Takes the Dare by Cynthea Liu

Where should I start? The first time I felt my life hanging in the balance? Or the moment I believed the deceased had a way of talking to me. Or maybe I ought to begin with the second I walked into school.  Looking back, I should have been suspicious from day one. 

But now I know that when you want something badly enough, you’ll do anything to get it.

You’ll lie to your friends.
Steal from your family.
Eat a whole box of orange Creamsicles.
You might even go as far as taking the Dare.

VOICE BREAKERS / VOICE MAKERS

Which sample do you connect with more? Which is more engaging? Which feels more real? 

	A
	B

	I went to the store with Mom. Next, we picked up some eggs. Then we got in the car. Finally, we went to the dry cleaners and ate lunch.
	Mom and I stopped by the store to pick up some eggs.  Afterward, she said she had to pick up one of her fancy dresses from the cleaners.  By the time we got done with that, I was so glad we hit Panera for lunch.  Phew!



	John looked as dead as a fish floating in a plastic bag, belly-up.  
	John looked dead.  

	Justin and Kate loved to read books. Mysteries were their favorites. 


	Justin and Kate were enamored with perusing books. Some of the tomes that reached the pinnacle of their lists often showcased mysterious plots.   

	After the game, we walked home. Then I walked to the refrigerator, but I couldn’t find anything to eat so I walked to my room.
	After the game, I headed straight to the refrigerator, hoping for some Thanksgiving leftovers.  But when I saw what was inside—nothing—I trudged to my room. 

	Shawna flipped through her latest copy of CosmoGirl. “I wish we were hanging out at Janey’s.”  

“Me, too,” Alison said as she applied the last coat of Ice Pink polish to her toes. “Let’s ask her if we can come over tomorrow.”   

“Sounds like a plan to me.”
	“I wish we were hanging out at Janey’s,” Shawna said. “Me, too!”  Alison said. 

“Let’s ask her if we can come over tomorrow,” Shawna said. 

“Okay,” Alison said.  



	After the car blasted past, the turtle in the road was smushed.   
	After the car blasted past, the turtle in the road looked like a parade had just stomped all over it.  

	Dad said I couldn’t get an Xbox for Christmas, He said that I needed to get my grades up or I wouldn’t even get an orange in my stocking. Ugh!
	When I asked Dad for a Wii for Christmas, he said, “With your grades, you won’t even get an orange in your stocking.” Then he went back to sipping coffee from his mug like I didn’t even exist. Ugh! 

	Sally and a few of her friends played soccer in the park. By 3:00, Justin said he would pass out if they didn’t stop because it was so hot. Sally mentioned she had Mint Chocolate Chip ice cream in her fridge at home. They raced back to her house, smiling.
	Sally went to the park with her friends. They played soccer. They got so hot. They had to stop. They ran home, happy.



	I got a puppy on my birthday. It was white and black. I named him Freddie. He’s very smart and funny.
	On my birthday, I got a cute little mutt with black paws and white ears. I named him Freddie because he’s smart and funny, just like the person I named him after—my best friend. 

	I had a bike that was black. Mom said it was expensive. I shouldn’t wreck it. But two days later, I crashed into a tree.  I don’t have the bike anymore. Mom doesn’t care about me.
	Mom said, “Joe, don’t wreck this bike now. It cost me a whole paycheck to buy it.” I told her I wouldn’t as I touched the shiny black frame. I couldn’t wait to take it out.

I rode that bike for two days, up and down  the streets around my neighborhood. Then all of a sudden, a car came out of nowhere and I crashed into a tree. I was okay, but the bike got a dent in the front fender.

Mom saw it and took the bike away. She said I’d have to wait until next month before I could get it back. She didn’t even ask if I was hurt.


