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All this really happened
{0 me.



Decision vs Discovery



Don't trust any experts
until your books are sold.



My Story
What Worked

Quick Lesson

Q&A
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GET IT RIGHT

cther he s

writing abont the
adventires of o
young detective
who lived in
Singapore 100 years apoin his
Sherlock Hong sevies or the tales of
three Singaporean kids who travel
Dack in time b Fome T,
Singaporcan author Don Bosco
looks closely ot information to make
sune he gets his history right,

Q: You were not around 100 years
ago, so how do you know what

| Singapore was like then?

A: | read a lot about
Singapone’s
history
during my
A-Levels,
aswell as

my time in

Ihose textbooks
andd readings

pave me a good
sense of the major
events and different

them, Especially the

books by Constance
- Mary Turnbull, which every student
- ol Singapore history must read al

some point.
1 also bought a book titled,

L Singapore Through 19t Centiry

Photographs by Jason ‘Toh,

| Not only does it have lots of
| fascinating photos from as lar
| back as the 18608 showing the

development of Singapore, il

also has short biographies about
some photographers who worked
here, which inspired some of the
characters and incidents inmy

stories,

Q: Isn't It enough to rely on just one
history book? Why do you senrch
through different sources?

A: Most of the information sources
have similar content, but once ina
while, 1 would come across some
unusual fact, like anintriguing
anecdote about an amateur drama
production, a fight between dock
workers, or an intenesting new

textile business that was launched.
I'his would inspire cool plots and
character ideas that were quirky,
yet based on historical accounts. So
I use many different sources to find
unustal anecdoles,

Q: How do you know which sources
to trust?
A: Before | use a picce of
information, I check that it is
supported by at least three different
acodemic sources, It is also useful to
findd out more about each writer’s
background, to know how much
professional experience
cach one has in writing
about the topic.
For my Sherlock Hong

I realised readers might
want to look up some
of the background
details, so | drew from

reputable sources on

Singapore history
that are also casily
accessible. The best

example of this is
National Library

and Time Talisman books,

IMAGINING THE PAST

Don Bosco makes up stories, but tries to get the historical setting right.

Board's Infopedia website (http://
infopedia.nlsg/), where each article
has a list of references so students
can go look up the original sources,

Q: There so many websites around.
Can you tell if they are giving you
the correct facts?

A: Simple errors are easy Lo spot.

If you check enough websites, you
might get a sense of what the correct
date should be, or the right way to
spell a name, because the odd error
will stand out.

Sometimes, it is not so easy to
tell fact from error. You might know
the popular story of Sang Nila
Utama, the legendary prince from
Palembang who visited this island
about seven hundred years ago
and saw a lion which inspired him
to name it Singapura, or Lion City.
Throughout my childhood, 1 took
this to be a fact because I saw itin a
few history books,

But lately, thanks to the internet,
I've discovered zoological insights
that suggest there were no wild lions
in these parts, and that the animal
would more likely have been a tiger,
or perhaps even a masked palm
civet. The internet makes it easier to
be aware of such discrepancies,

LEARNING FROM DON BOSCO

Don Bosco is a ficton writer, Headers
expect him to use his imagination. 5o,
it may surprise you to discover how
careful he is to get facts right,

Like many fiction writers, Mr Bosco
does not invent every single thing
in his storles. He places his made-up
characters and plots in the real world,
His job would be easier if his storles
were set In present-day Singapore,
Instead, the background for his tales by
the past. Fortunately, he can count on
different historical resources and his
information literacy to get it right,

[1 The Infopedia website Is a good
starting point, Each article gives
you information about important
events, people and places. Go to
http://infopedia.nl.sg/

] Refer to history books written by
experts, including text books,

[} General knowledge can be
useful. For example, information

about Malayan wildlife helped
Mr Bosco rethink the legend of
the “lion” city. So, you can find
out more about Singapore even
in sources that are not directly
about Singapore.

TWO SUPER SITES to visit:

< http/infolit.nl.sg/index.php/
students/ for fun facts on
information literacy;

« http//eresources.nib.gov.sqg/
index.aspx for your projects and
assignments,

QuUIZ

Answer three simple questions

and you may win a 510 POPULAR
voucher. If you win, your whole class
gets token gifts as welll Submit your
entry at http//www.whatsup.sg.

(go to “GET IT RIGHT*). Open to all
students below 18 years of age,

GET IT RIGHT Is brought to you by
What's Up In partnership with the
Information Literacy & Outreach
Department of the Natlonal Library
Board.
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Super Cool Books

DON BOSCO

the

immonrtal

nightingale

DON BOSCO @

(Y BLADE QUEST

scroll of

greailness

DON BOSCO 0

SPECIALS




KEEP CALM 0\
AND
UPLOAD
E-BOOKS

A FEIRET-TIMER'S CUiIE 70
SV E-BOOK PUBLITRING

THE QEFICIAL

100

WRITERS

STORY WORKBOGOK

DON BOSCO

TONIGHT
WE
PARKLE

DON BOSCO

ANERLOCK MONC SERIES

:

SHERLOCK MONG SERICS Ry Yo NS PR LS S SOTRONN

‘LION CITY
75 7

the the
immontal ﬁeranaﬁan scroll of
nightingale princess greatness

DON BOSCO 'T sosco

DON BOSCO DON BOSCO

M TIME
STORIES @ T ALISMA N/

‘/

ERSTERN ZOMBIE SQCIETY

SECREWN
v & LIGHT

BOOK 1
THE SECRET OF MONK'S HILL

DON BOSCO

DON BOSCO DON BOSCO DON BOSCO

NAME: DON BOSCO
ALIAS: SUPERHERO

]
|
|
SUPERPOWER: USING STORIES -
TO AWAKEN THE AWESOMENESS .

IN YOUNG READERS
WITH DON BOSCO

Swnpe nght For

- -

1
|
P
)
i
S
-

Don Bosco saves the day with his
relentless belief in transmedia
storytelling! His stories have been
adapted from print to ebook to
app. In his talk ‘Using Digital
Content to Improve Your Fiction
and Engage More Readers’ under
the session ‘Swipe Right For
Digital’ hosted by Tusitala, Don
shares his insights and experiences
about how going digital affects the
creative process.

4 June 2015, Thursday
Function Rooms 1& 2 of Drama Centre

NLB Level 3

Saad and Wendy :9:00 -10:00
Don Bosco :10:30 - 11:30
Eric Huang :12:00 - 1:00

Tickets at http:/bit.do/swipe

ORGANISED BY OFFICIAL DIGITAL PARTNER

—

™

DIGITAL
PUBLISHER
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HOW TO WRITE YOUR OWN STORIES
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HOW TO WRITE YOUR OWN STORIES

DON BOSCO

MEOPCWE WRITER’S CORNER

Welcome
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"They don't just come
in as readers, they
also want to live in

your fictional world.

@ASUPERCOOLBOOKS
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'Being a parent has made me
aware that children see the
world differently. To them, this
whole island is like an alien
kingdom, full of strange things to .
disc%vef. Every time tlgley ste§ out, in my old school. Dusty
they expect to encounter something hardcover books, peeling

new. I tried to reflect that sense of and yellowing but with

hope and wonder in this book.' tough spines that still held
. the pages together.”

“I loved the small library

DON BOSCO
author of the
Lion City Adventures series

DON BOSCO

#KidLitDaddy
@SuperCoolBooks

SOCIAL MEDIA

Love the genre
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@ supercoolbooks
2015 best nine on Instagram #2015bestnine
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bigger audience

sell books faster

have more fun



Buying follows habits
“Don't try to sell cheeseburgers to vegetarians.”

What's the biggest conversation?

Keep it real, or it won't grow
Grassroots vs Astroturf social media



MY BOOK (title + description)

CONVERSATION (main point)

FAN HABIT (Who + Iauys where +
wheh)

AN awesome b\oa or Ineraar'am post
to celebrate the genre or conversation anale:

Double this awesomeness:

Add icing;
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