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What we will cover 
Time Agenda

3.15-3.20pm Reading as a sport, rewarding readers

3.20-3.35pm Introduction to Kids’ Lit Quiz TM

Background of quiz in Singapore
Format of competition
Kids Lit Quiz™ Month

3.35-3.50pm Strategies to get everyone involved 
Participants: Boot camp, survival kit
Non-participants: Lit(e) Snacks– Read Rail
Teachers: Communication Session, DIY Read, eResources
Public: Bookout!, Quiz on Air, Public Talks

3.50-4.00pm Local variations: Phedulani (South Africa), Readers Cup (Australia)

4.00-4.15pm Recap
Q&A
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Introduction: Kids’ Lit Quiz TM

– Wayne Mills is the creator of the annual 

competition that started in 1991. 

– Awarded the Member of the New Zealand 

Order of Merit in the Queen's New Year 

Honours list 2011.

– 2017 World Finals will be in Toronto, 

Canada
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- An international literature competition for participants aged 10 to 13 years

- In teams of 4, contestants answer 100 questions from classics to comics to contemporary 
novels.

- 10 categories:  Poetry, authors, titles, book villains (vary each year!) 

- Competition takes place in Australia, Canada, Hong Kong, New Zealand, Singapore, South 
Africa, United Kingdom and USA 

Introduction: Kids’ Lit Quiz TM



Kids’ Lit Quiz in Singapore 

– National Library Board first organized the pilot with schools in 2013 

2014 2015 2016 2017

63 teams, 252 

participants

75 teams, 300 

participants 

89 teams, 356 

participants

82 teams, 328 

participants

20 primary schools 21 primary schools 30 primary schools 32 primary schools

12 secondary schools 23 secondary schools 22 secondary schools 18 secondary schools
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POSB-NLB Kids’ Lit Quiz TM 2016
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Methodist Girls’  School (Secondary) was crowned champion of 2016 
National Finals  
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COMPETITION 

FORMAT
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10 categories, 10 questions each 

Visual category, Singapore Literature 

Pen and paper format 

Questions will not be repeated more than twice 

1 point for every correct answer, no penalty for 
incorrect answers 

Each answer sheet will be marked twice and 
checked by Wayne

Double point category

Heats and Semi
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National Finals
5 categories, 13 questions each 

Name the author, name the title, novel 
openings 

Buzzer format 

Questions will not be repeated more than 
twice, once buzzer is pressed, the question 
will not be asked 

2 points for every correct answer, -1 for every 
incorrect answer 

All teams will start with 10 points 



Rewarding Readers by 

Promoting Reading as a Sport
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Target Audience 
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(1) Participants 

(2) Non-participating students 

(3) Teachers 

(4) Parents 

(5) Members of the Public



Literary 

Bootcamp
The third Literary Boot Camp, aimed 

to prepare and motivate Kids’ Lit 

Quiz™ participants for the upcoming 

competition, was successfully run 

over 2 sessions on 14 March 2017. A 

total of 155 students from 38 

Primary and Secondary schools 

attended the camp, generating 414 

loans within 1 day! 
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Participants 



Competition
82 teams took part in the literary 

battle this year in Singapore. On 22 

April 2017, xxx school emerged as 

the National Champion and will 

represent the nation in the World 

Finals in July in Toronto, Canada. 
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Participants 



Special 

Storytelling 

Sessions  
Special storytelling sessions, based on 
six curated KLQ themes, were held 
across the various public libraries to 
create more buzz for the literary 
competition.  From folktales to Greek 
myths,  the young ones and their 
parents had a sneak peek into the 
common KLQ themes and picked up 
two to three facts about the books and 
authors. Parents and their children 
enjoyed the session and are inclined to 
return to the Book Out! sessions. 
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Non-participants 
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Lit(e) Snacks Non-participants 
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Non-participants 



Communication 

Session 
A briefing was conducted for 

teachers-in-charge on how best to 

prepare the students for the 

competition as well as the resources 

that they could tap on. The teachers 

found the session very useful as they 

were given insights into the how the 

competition will be like.
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Teachers



How will DIYREAD help?

– Creation of “reference” library to revise in a dedicated 

space in the school 

– Increase niche areas of team members as they divide 

and conquer across different topics and genres

– Focus on collections not often found in school 

libraries e.g folk tales, Singapore literature or picture 

books

– Access NLB’s online databases with the digital 

account
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Teachers



DIYREAD@Community
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Teachers
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OverDrive Database

Access from www.eresources.nlb.gov.sg  

Teachers

http://www.eresources.nlb.gov.sg/
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Access from www.nlb.gov.sg/discovereads 

Teachers

http://www.eresources.nlb.gov.sg/


To join the quiz, players have to: 
1. Go to 
2. Enter the Game Pin: XXXXXX
3. Player will be prompted to enter a nickname, please enter 

your initials and date of birth (dd/mm). 
For example, John Tan, born on 1 January
Nickname = JT0101 

XXXXXX
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Teachers



Questions will be projected on the main screen 
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Teachers



Player’s screen 

XXXXXX

JT2000
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Teachers



Results on the player’s screen after every question 

JT2000
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Teachers



Answer will be revealed after every question
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Teachers



Public
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Public



Book Out! 
During Book Out!, patrons were 
encouraged to participate in 
answering the book-related 
questions, providing them with the 
opportunity to test their literary 
knowledge and explore the library 
collection. 

2 sessions were conducted 
contributing to XXX participants and 
XXX loans. 
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Public



Public talk 
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Public



Quiz on Air

– Target audience: Teens and young working adults

– 2 runs: March and end May

– To promote Read!Fest, KLQ Book Out! and National Pledging 

Movement

– 1 minute segment over 2 weeks (Mon-Fri)

– 1 question per day on Print to Screen and YA books.

– Prize: $100 voucher for each correct caller per day

– Will also include a Book Talk segment by radio DJs
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Public
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Local Variations

Involving the masses



Phendulani

– Marj Brown, the creator of the quiz conceptualized Phendulani to 

make books more available to students in South Africa. 

– 90% of the schools do not have functioning libraries and 13% of new 

state schools have libraries without any books. 

– With Phendulani, under-resourced schools are twinned with Kids’ Lit 

Quiz (KLQ) schools that are often well-resourced. 

– The KLQ schools will then reach out to Phendulani schools and help 

them prepare for the quiz – by giving out books from the lists, 

creating mock quizzes and even helping out with the book selection. 

South Africa
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Phendulani
Phendulani is a nationwide initiative 

to encourage a love of reading in 

under-resourced schools. Selected 

pupils from Grade 6 and 7 must read 

15 books between them and they 

then compete in an annual quiz and 

are able to win all sorts of prizes, 

including more books! 
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Readers’ Cup

– Readers Cup is organised by the QLD Branch of Children’s Book 

Council of Australia. 

– State wide competition for young readers

– Team of 4 students read a set of books and compete with other 

school/public library teams to answer quiz questions 

– Challenge student to read widely, work collaboratively 

– 3 categories, Year 5/6 – Year 7/8 – Year 9/10

Australia
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Recap 

Kids Lit Quiz™: Rewarding Readers by 

Promoting Reading as a Sport
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Questions? 
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