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Language, Reading and Text: using picture books in the classroom 

Word and image have historical connections in all cultures  

Picturebooks bring words and images together –  They may tell the same story, or a different one, or 
reshape, or retell, or problematise, or negate 

Representations of outer and inner (abstract) worlds 

Current issues include: the environment, gender roles, changing shape of families, refuges, 
multiculturalism, Indigenous rights 

They complement 21st century learning skills 

They encourage multiple ways of seeing 

Verbal and visual imageries 

Ways of discussing pictures    

 Cultural codes, clues and cues (stereotypes?) 
 Compositional patterns: focalisation and focus 
 Naturalistic/surreal/fantasy images  
 Centres and margins, space and proportion 
 Materials (collage, woodcuts, watercolours, oils) 
 Texture  
 Direction of light 
 Relationships of people and events to time and place 
 Hue (colour), density (chroma = brightness /dullness), tonal variation (lightness /darkness) 
 Shapes, shadows, lines and outlines 
 Borders and backgrounds 
 Representation of ‘the world beyond’  
 Aesthetics: ‘vectors’, ‘volumes’ and ‘mass’  
 Interpreting background, landscape 
 Use of lines 
 Use of space 
 Representations of time 
 Visual syntax 
 Sequencing 
 Causality  
 Connections 
 Direction 
 Relationship 
 Comparison 
 Metaphor 
 Satire and irony 
 Diagramming 
 Labelling 
 Timelines/charts 
 Navigation  
 Use of numbers. 
 Maps, 
 Cartoon conventions 

 (© Johnston  ‘Visual Literacy’ in Literacy: Reading, Writing and Literature. Winch, Johnston et al OUP)    
 

 


