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Long ago, when Nim was a baby, she’d had a mother as well as Jack. But one day, 
her mother had gone to investigate the contents of a blue whale’s stomach. It was 
an interesting experiment that no on had done for thousands of years, and Jack 
said that it would have been all right, it should have been safe – until the Troppo 
Tourists came to make a film of it, shouting and racing their huge pink-and-
purple boat around Nim’s mother and the whale. When Jack told them to stop, 
they made rude signs and bumped their boat against the whale’s nose.  

The whale panicked and dived, so deep that no one ever knew where or when he 
came back up again. 

Nim’s mother never came back up at all. 

 


